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Introduction to Genesis

Why is it important to read the book of Genesis? The word “genesis” means  

“beginning” and it is the very first book of the Bible. When you want to know more 

about a topic, it is often a good idea to start at the beginning to get an idea of  

how it started. The book of Genesis tells about the foundations of our Christian 

faith. It describes how God created everything and everyone at the beginning of 

time. Then, it tells about how sin entered the world and how it separated people 

from God. Finally, Genesis tells the stories of ordinary people and how God used 

them to spread His love and keep His promises.

Many people believe that Moses, who appears in the second book of the Bible, 

Exodus, wrote the book of Genesis. Some other people disagree and think it  

was written after Moses’ death. However, we do know that God is the true author 

of the stories in Genesis and all the books of the Bible. He just used people on 

earth to write the stories down.

The stories in the book of Genesis take place thousands of years ago, even  

before Jesus was born on earth. Genesis tells of the first believers in God and how 

they lived their lives with problems, sin, love, joy, and faith in God. Even though  

Jesus is not mentioned in these Bible stories, He was there all along. He was  

waiting to come to earth many years later, at just the right time to take away our  

sins and forgive us. As you read through these chosen stories from the book of  

Genesis, be on the lookout for ways the stories point to Jesus. We have included  

a Jesus connection in each story to help you.

As you read, also be on the lookout for these big ideas in the book of Genesis:

•  God is creative and all-powerful.

•  Sin is always bad. Sin leads to more and more sin if we don’t ask God to  

forgive us.

•  God’s promises are good, and He always keeps His promises.

•  God’s plans are always the best plans. He wants us to play a part in  

His good plans.

•  God wants us to forgive others just as He forgives us when we sin.
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2.  The Family Edition has two days of content each week. We encourage  

parents to complete the adult reading first and then complete the Family  

Edition with their children. Two days of content per week gives parents and 

kids ample time to spend on both reading and activities.

3.  Within this resource, you will find: reflection questions, coloring pages, and 

activity pages. These different formats create opportunities for each child  

to learn in their own unique way! We encourage parents not to cherry-pick  

the activities but to complete them all. You never know what will most help  

a child learn.

4.  At the end of each day, close your time as a family in prayer. Take turns  

praying and remind your children that praying is talking to God.

VERSION

The New International Reader’s Version (NIRV) is used for the biblical text.  

Where applicable, the New International Version (NIV) and the NIRV are used  

as inspiration for the introductory paragraphs.

MEMORY VERSE

Each week, there is a memory verse for you to practice with your child. Take time 

to help your child memorize the verse throughout the week by reading the verse 

together, creating hand motions, or even quizzing each other.

JESUS CONNECTION

For each Bible story, we have included a connection to Jesus to show why the 

story is important to our Christian faith. We encourage you to read this with your 

child and ask them what they think.

God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true, 

correcting our mistakes, training us to do what is right, and making our lives  

whole again. By using Scripture, the servant of God can be completely prepared  

to do every good thing (2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIRV).

As people who believe Jesus Christ is our Savior, we believe that the Bible is  

different than any other book. We believe that the Bible was written for a reason 

and that it was inspired by God! Even though the Bible was written many years 

ago, it wasn’t written to be a history book. It was written to help us get to know 

God and live our lives for Him.

The story of Genesis is the history of our beginning and the foundation to  

understanding why Jesus came to die for our sins and restore our relationship  

with God. Our hope is that by reading and participating in Journey Through  

Genesis, you and your children will learn more about how much God loves you 

and why having a personal relationship with Jesus is so important.

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE

This resource is a Family Edition. While there are activities that children may  

be able to do independently, this resource is designed to be used as a family,  

with parents and children reading and learning together. 

1.  The Family Edition follows the same reading plan as the Journey Through  

Genesis Adult Edition but the Family Edition includes a portion of the  

Scripture, not the entire text. Parents can read the complete Scripture  

passages each week before reading the Family Edition with their children.  

This resource is designed with the intention that parents would be able  

to explain the passages in further detail to their children.
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Questions
1.  What did God create on each of the first six days?

2.  Look around you. Name some things you can see that God created.

3.  What is something you’ve created? How did you feel about your creation?  
How do you think God feels about the things He’s created?

Excerpts from Genesis 1:1–25
In the beginning, God  
created the heavens and the 
earth. God said, “Let there 
be light.” And there was light. 
God called the light “day.” 
He called the darkness 
“night.” There was evening, 
and there was morning.  
It was day one.

God said, “Let there be  
a huge space between  
the waters. Let it separate  
water from water.” God 
called the huge space  
“sky.” There was evening, 
and there was morning.  
It was day two.

Then God said, “Let the  
land produce plants. Let 
them produce their own 
seeds. And let there be trees 
on the land that grow fruit 
with seeds in it. Let each 
kind of plant or tree have  
its own kind of seeds.”  
And that’s exactly what  
happened. There was  
evening, and there was 
morning. It was day three.

God said, “Let there be  
lights in the huge space of 
the sky. God made two great 
lights. He made the larger 
light to rule over the day and 
the smaller light to rule over 
the night. He also made  
the stars. There was evening, 
and there was morning.  
It was day four.

God said, “Let the land  
produce every kind of  
living creature. Let there  
be livestock, and creatures 
that move along the ground, 
and wild animals.” And  
God saw that it was good.

DAY

1
DAY

2
DAY

3
DAY

4

Jesus Connection
Jesus always existed in Heaven  
and was there at Creation.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 1:27
So God created human beings in his own 
likeness. He created them to be like himself. 
He created them as male and female.

God said, “Let the  
seas be filled with living 
things. Let birds fly above 
the earth across the huge 
space of the sky.” There 
was evening, and there was 
morning. It was day five.

DAY

5
DAY

6

Before anything existed, God was there. He created  

everything that exists. He imagined and made  

the sky, the water, and the earth just by speaking.  

Then, He filled the earth with animals, plants, and  

humans. He is a creative and powerful God who  

loves His creation.
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Coloring Page

Creation Puzzle
To read a mystery message about Creation, write down every other letter from the circle  

below, beginning at the arrow and going clockwise.

Week 1 Part 1Week 1 Part 1
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Genesis 1:26–2:3
26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings so that they are like us. Let them rule 

over the fish in the seas and the birds in the sky. Let them rule over the livestock and all 
the wild animals. And let them rule over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created human beings in his own likeness.
    He created them to be like himself.
    He created them as male and female.
28 God blessed them. He said to them, “Have children so that there will be many  

of you. Fill the earth and bring it under your control. Rule over the fish in the seas and 
the birds in the sky. Rule over every living creature that moves along the ground.”

29 Then God said, “I am giving you every plant on the face of the whole earth  
that produces its own seeds. I am giving you every tree that has fruit with seeds in it.  
All of them will be given to you for food. 30 I am giving every green plant as food for 
all the land animals and for all the birds in the sky. I am also giving the plants to all 
the creatures that move along the ground. I am giving them to every living thing that 
breathes.” And that’s exactly what happened.

31 God saw everything he had made. And it was very good. There was evening, and 
there was morning. It was day six.

1 So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were completed.
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing. So on that day 

he rested from all his work. 3 God blessed the seventh day and made it holy. He blessed 
it because on that day he rested from all the work he had done.

Questions
1.  What did God create last?

2.  When God saw what He had created on the first five days of Creation, He said  
it was good. When He saw what He had created on day six, He said “it was  
very good.” Why do you think He said that?

3.  Genesis 1:27 says that God created humans “to be like Himself.” What are  
some characteristics that God has given you?
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In our previous reading,  

we read about how God  

created everything from light  

and dark to each and every  

plant on the face of the earth.  

On the sixth day, God began by  

creating all the land animals.  

Read on to find out about His  

most important creation.

2

Jesus Connection
We are made in God’s image,  
so we can see characteristics  
of Jesus in ourselves.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 1:27
So God created human  
beings in his own likeness.  
He created them to be like  
himself. He created them  
as male and female.
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Coloring Page Week 1 Part 2Week 1 Part 2

Find the 14 differences between the two pictures and color them.

14 15



In the beginning, God created people to have  

a perfect relationship with Him. He wanted  

to spend each day with His creation, but then  

sin entered the world. Read on to find out  

what happened.

Genesis 3:1–13
1 The serpent was more clever than any of the wild  

animals the LORD God had made. The serpent said to the woman, “Did God really say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from any tree in the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden.  
3 But God did say, ‘You must not eat the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden. 
Do not even touch it. If you do, you will die.’ ”

4 “You will certainly not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “God knows that  
when you eat fruit from that tree, you will know things you have never known before. 
Like God, you will be able to tell the difference between good and evil.”

6 The woman saw that the tree’s fruit was good to eat and pleasing to look at. She 
also saw that it would make a person wise. So she took some of the fruit and ate it.  
She also gave some to her husband, who was with her. And he ate it. 7 Then both  
of them knew things they had never known before. They realized they were naked.  
So they sewed together fig leaves and made clothes for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking in the garden. It was 
during the coolest time of the day. They hid from the LORD God among the trees  
of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called out to the man. “Where are you?” he asked.

10 “I heard you in the garden,” the man answered. “I was afraid, because I was  
naked. So I hid.”

11 The LORD God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten fruit 
from the tree I commanded you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “It’s the fault of the woman you put here with me. She gave me 
some fruit from the tree. And I ate it.”

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me. That’s why I ate the fruit.”

Questions
1.  What animal tricked the man and the woman into eating the fruit?

2.  When God asked the man and the woman why they had eaten the forbidden fruit, 
why do you think they both blamed someone else?

3.  Think of a time you disobeyed someone in authority. Did you blame someone 
else, or did you take the blame yourself? What happened?

Jesus Connection
We need Jesus because we  
all sin. It was God’s plan from 
the beginning to send Jesus  
to save us.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 7:5
Noah did everything the LORD  
commanded him to do.
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Coloring Page

Color Decoder 
Use the decoder below to color each letter. Read the words to discover a hidden message.

Week 2 Part 1Week 2 Part 1

Decoder
1 = black 2 = green 3 = blue 4 = red 5 = yellow 6 = orange 7 = purple

18 19



and of all the creatures that move along the ground. 9 All of them came to Noah and 
entered the ark. Everything happened just as God had commanded Noah. 10 After seven 
days the flood came on the earth.

Questions
1.  Whom did God ask to build the ark? Who else boarded the ark?

2.  When Noah was alive, almost no one followed God’s good rules. What are some 
rules you have a difficult time following?

3.  When people sin and break God’s good rules, it breaks God’s heart. The good  
news is that we can have forgiveness for our sins through Jesus. Take some time 
to pray together as a family for forgiveness for the ways you’ve broken God’s 
good rules this week.

Genesis 7:1–10
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark with your whole family. I know that 

you are a godly man among the people of today. 2 Take seven pairs of every kind of 
‘clean’ animal with you. Take a male and a female of each kind. Take one pair of every 
kind of animal that is not ‘clean.’ Take a male and a female of each kind. 3 Also take  
seven pairs of every kind of bird. Take a male and a female of each kind. Then every 
kind will be kept alive. They can spread out again over the whole earth. 4 Seven days 
from now I will send rain on the earth. It will rain for 40 days and 40 nights. I will  
destroy from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.”

5 Noah did everything the LORD commanded him to do.
6 Noah was 600 years old when the flood came on the earth. 7 He and his sons 

entered the ark. His wife and his sons’ wives went with them. They entered the ark to 
escape the waters of the flood. 8 Male and female pairs of “clean” animals and pairs  
of animals that were not “clean” came to Noah. So did male and female pairs of birds  

In the previous reading from this week, we saw  

that sin happens when we break the good rules God  

created to help us live our best lives. God gives people  

the choice between good and evil, but when people  

sin, God separates Himself. This breaks God’s heart  

because He loves us. Many years after Adam and Eve, 

almost everyone on earth did whatever they wanted  

and lived evil lives. God was so sad and angry at the 

ways people were disobeying Him. He decided to wipe 

out the people on earth with a giant flood and start  

over with a good man named Noah and his family.  

God told Noah to build an ark—a very large boat— 

so that he and his family would survive the flood.
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When we choose to sin and 
break God’s good rules, God 
separates Himself from us.  
So, God sent His Son Jesus to 
take away our sin so that we  
can have a perfect friendship 
with Him again.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 7:5
Noah did everything the LORD 
commanded him to do.
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Coloring Page Week 2 Part 2Week 2 Part 2

Find all 15 of the hidden animals and color them!

22 23



After the rains came, Noah, his family, and all  

the animals lived on the ark for 40 days and  

40 nights. They needed to wait until the water  

had dried up before they could leave the ark  

and live on dry land again. It took a long time,  

but Noah was patient and waited for God’s  

good timing. Finally, the water dried up, and  

Noah, his family, and the animals could leave  

the ark. God made a covenant—a promise— 

to Noah. Read on to find out what that  

covenant was.

Genesis 9:8–17
8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons who were with him. He said, 9 “I am  

now making my covenant with you and with all your children who will be born after  
you. 10 I am making it also with every living creature that was with you in the ark. I am 
making my covenant with the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals. I am making 
it with all the creatures that came out of the ark with you. In fact, I am making it with 
every living thing on earth. 11 Here is my covenant I am making with you. The waters  
of a flood will never again destroy all life. A flood will never again destroy the earth.”

12 God continued, “My covenant is between me and you and every living creature 
with you. It is a covenant for all time to come. Here is the sign of the covenant I am 
making. 13 I have put my rainbow in the clouds. It will be the sign of the covenant  
between me and the earth. 14 Sometimes when I bring clouds over the earth, a rainbow 
will appear in them. 15 Then I will remember my covenant between me and you and  
every kind of living creature. The waters will never again become a flood to destroy  
all life. 16 When the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it. I will remember that  
my covenant will last forever. It is a covenant between me and every kind of living  
creature on earth.”

17 So God said to Noah, “The rainbow is the sign of my covenant. I have made my 
covenant between me and all life on earth.”

Questions
1.  What was the sign God gave to let us know that He will never again flood the 

whole earth?

2.  God gave a covenant, a promise, to Noah. Have you ever made a promise  
to someone? What did you promise? Did you keep your promise?

3.  Sometimes people break promises, but God never does. Take some time to  
thank God that He is always faithful and never breaks a promise.
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God promised never to destroy 
the earth with a flood again. 
Instead, He dealt with human 
sin once and for all by sending 
Jesus.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 9:11a
“Here is my covenant I am 
making with you. The waters of 
a flood will never again destroy 
all life.”
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Coloring Page

Arrow Puzzle
Find each letter in the grid to the right. Next, follow the arrows from that letter to the  

final letter, and write it on the line. Then, write the decoded letters in number order  

in the blank lines to read the mystery phrase.

Week 3 Part 1Week 3 Part 1

Mystery Phrase

God made a promise that He would 

never again send a 
6

 
9

 
11

 
11

 
4

to cover the whole earth. 

A 
12

 
1

 
7

 
10

 
2

 
11

 
17

 is the sign 

of His 
3

 
11

 
16

 
5

 
10

 
1

 
10

 
14

. 

Many years later, He sent 

 
8

 
5

 
13

 
15

 
13

 to take away 

our sins once and for all!

EXAMPLE
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Many years after Noah and his family left the  

ark, there were lots of people on earth again.  

God had told the people to spread out over the  

whole earth, but the people had a different idea.  

Instead, they all stayed in the same place and  

disobeyed God.

Genesis 11:1–9
1 The whole world had only one language, and  

everyone spoke it. 2 They moved to the east and  
found a broad valley in Babylon. There they made  
their home.

3 They said to one another, “Come on! Let’s make bricks and bake them well.”  
They used bricks instead of stones. They used tar to hold the bricks together.  
4 Then they said, “Come on! Let’s build a city for ourselves. Let’s build a tower that 
reaches to the sky. We’ll make a name for ourselves. Then we won’t be scattered  
over the whole earth.”

5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building.  
6 He said, “All these people are united and speak the same language. That is why  
they can do all this. Now they will be able to do anything they plan. 7 Come on! Let  
us go down and mix up their language. Then they will not be able to understand  
one other.”

8 So the LORD scattered them from there over the whole earth. And they stopped 
building the city. 9 There the LORD mixed up the language of the whole world.  
That’s why the city was called Babel. From there the LORD scattered them over  
the whole earth.

Questions
1.  What did God do to help people spread out over the whole earth?

2.  God’s plans are always the best plans. What do you think one of God’s plans  
is for you?

3.  We need God’s wisdom to follow His plans for us. What are some ways you  
can seek God’s wisdom this week?
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God’s plans are always better 
than our plans. He plans to give 
us a hope and a future, and part 
of that plan is for us to accept 
Jesus as our Savior.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 9:11a
“Here is my covenant I am 
making with you. The waters of 
a flood will never again destroy 
all life.”
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30 31

Coloring Page

Tower of Babel Puzzle 
Count the number of dots inside each stone in the wall. Then use the letters to decode  

the mystery message.

Week 3 Part 2Week 3 Part 2

1  10  0

’
4  14  12  8  13  4  8  7  9

8  12  5  8  3  4  2  11  9

6  9  4  2  14  12  8  13  4
.
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Genesis 18:1–15
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the large trees of Mamre. Abraham was  

sitting at the entrance to his tent. It was the hottest time of the day. 2 Abraham looked 
up and saw three men standing nearby. So he quickly left the entrance to his tent to 
greet them. He bowed low to the ground.

3 He said, “My lord, if you are pleased with me, don’t pass me by. 4 Let me get you 
some water. Then all of you can wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get 
you something to eat to give you strength. Then you can go on your way. I want to do 
this for you now that you have come to me.”

“All right,” they answered. “Do as you say.”
6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick!” he said. “Get about 36 pounds 

of the finest flour. Prepare it and bake some bread.”
7 Then he ran over to the herd. He picked out a choice, tender calf. He gave it to a 

servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 Then he brought some butter and milk and the calf 
that had been prepared. He served them to the three men. While they ate, he stood 
near them under a tree.

9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.
“Over there in the tent,” he said.
10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year. Your 

wife Sarah will have a son.”

Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham 
and Sarah were already very old. Sarah was too old to have a baby. 12 So she laughed 
to herself. She thought, “I’m worn out, and my husband is old. Can I really know the joy 
of having a baby?”

13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh? Why did she say, ‘Will I 
really have a baby, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for me? I will return to you 
at the appointed time next year. Sarah will have a son.”

15 Sarah was afraid. So she lied and said, “I didn’t laugh.”
But the LORD said, “Yes, you laughed.”

Questions
1.  What did God promise to give to Abraham and Sarah?

2.  Which of God’s promises do you know? Look up these verses to read what  
He has promised: Deuteronomy 7:9, Psalm 33:4, Psalm 121:1-2, Psalm 136:1, 
Isaiah 49:13, Nahum 1:7, Hebrews 13:5.

3.  How does it feel to know that you can always trust God to keep His promises?

Many years after the Tower of Babel, people had spread out over the earth.  

Once again, people did evil things and disobeyed God. But one man named  

Abraham obeyed God’s good rules. God wanted to bless the world through  

Abraham’s children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. The problem  

was that Abraham and his wife Sarah did not have any children. By this  

time, they were very old, too old to have children. But God always keeps  

His promises, and He promised that Abraham and Sarah would have a son.
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God keeps His promises,  
just like He promised to save  
us through Jesus.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 22:18
“All nations on earth will be 
blessed because of your  
children. All these things will 
happen because you have 
obeyed me.”
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34 35

Coloring Page

Abraham and Sarah Code 
Write the letters in each column in the same order in the squares above the column.  

A darkened square marks the end of a word. Then, read the mystery message from  

left to right.

Week 4 Part 1Week 4 Part 1
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Genesis 22:1–12
1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to  

him, “Abraham!”
“Here I am,” Abraham replied.
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son. He  

is the one you love. Take Isaac. Go to the place called  
Moriah. Give your son to me there as a burnt offering.  
Sacrifice him on the mountain I will show you.”

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and  
loaded his donkey. He took two of his servants and  
his son Isaac with him. He cut enough wood for the  
burnt offering. Then he started out for the place God  
had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham saw the  
place a long way off. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay  
here with the donkey. I and the boy will go over there  
and worship. Then we’ll come back to you.”

6 Abraham had his son Isaac carry the wood for  
the burnt offering. He himself carried the fire and the  
knife. And the two of them walked on together.  
7 Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said. “But where is the lamb for the burnt  

offering?”
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 

son.” And the two of them walked on together.
9 They reached the place God had shown Abraham. There Abraham built an altar.  

He arranged the wood on it. He tied up his son Isaac. Abraham placed him on the altar, 
on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand. He picked up the knife to kill his 
son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven. He said, “Abraham! 
Abraham!”

“Here I am,” Abraham replied.
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not harm him. Now I know that you 

would do anything for God. You have not held back from me your son, your only son.”

Questions
1.  Who went with Abraham to Moriah?

2.  How do you think Abraham felt when God asked him to give up his son?

3.  Have you ever had to give up something you love? What did that feel like?  
How did it turn out?

God had promised to give Abraham and  

Sarah a son, and He kept His promise!  

Abraham loved his son Isaac very much. 

When Isaac was older, God wanted to  

test Abraham to see if he would still obey 

God even though he had gotten the son  

that he wanted.
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God asked Abraham to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Abraham  
was willing to give Isaac up  
for God because he knew that 
Isaac was a gift from God.  
God blessed Abraham’s  
descendants because he  
held nothing back from God. 
Similarly, God sacrificed His  
beloved Son, Jesus, to bless  
all people on earth.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 22:18
“All nations on earth will be 
blessed because of your  
children. All these things will 
happen because you have 
obeyed me.”
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Genesis 33:1–11
1 Jacob looked and saw Esau coming with his 400 men! So Jacob separated  

the children. He put them with Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put the  
servants and their children in front. He put Leah and her children next. And he put  
Rachel and Joseph last. 3 He himself went on ahead. As he came near his brother,  
he bowed down to the ground seven times.

4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob. He hugged him and threw his arms around his neck. 
He kissed him, and they cried for joy. 5 Then Esau looked around and saw the women 
and children. “Who are these people with you?” he asked.

Jacob answered, “They are the children God has so kindly given to me.”
6 Then the female servants and their children came near and bowed down. 7 Next, 

Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel. 
They bowed down too.

8 Esau asked, “Why did you send all those herds I saw?”
“I hoped I could do something to please you,” Jacob replied.
9 But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for yourself.”

10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I’ve pleased you, accept this gift from me. Seeing 
your face is like seeing the face of God.  
You have welcomed me so kindly. 11 Please accept the present that was brought to you. 
God has given me so much. I have everything I need.” Jacob wouldn’t give in. So Esau 
accepted it.

Questions
1.  How many men did Esau bring with him to meet Jacob?

2.  Think about a time when you did something wrong. Did you try to do something 
to make up for the wrong thing you did? What did you do?

3.  How does it feel when someone you love hugs you? How do you think Esau and 
Jacob felt when they hugged after they had not seen each other for many years?
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1 Jesus Connection

Esau forgave Jacob like God 
forgives us because of Jesus.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 33:11b
“God has given me so much.  
I have everything I need.”

When Isaac grew up, he had twin sons named Jacob and Esau. Esau was the  

oldest, but his younger brother Jacob was very clever and often found ways  

to take what belonged to Esau. For example, Jacob tricked their father Isaac  

into giving him the blessing that belonged to Esau. Esau was so angry that  

he threatened to kill his brother, so Jacob ran away.

Many years later, God told Jacob to return to his hometown to see his brother  

Esau again. He thought his brother might still be very angry with him. So, he  

sent a very large gift ahead for Esau. He hoped that these gifts would soften  

Esau’s heart and calm him down. Then, Jacob began walking with his family  

and his servants toward Esau.
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Quest for Forgiveness 
To play the board game below, you will need: 1 coin or other game piece for every player  

and 1 die. Place all game pieces at START. The youngest player plays first. Roll the die. If you  

roll an even number (2, 4, or 6), choose another player to give you a silly task to do (sing a 

song, do a dance, act like a chicken, balance a spoon on your nose, etc.). If you roll an odd 

number (1, 3, or 5), tell about a time someone forgave you or a time you forgave someone else. 

Then, move forward the number of spaces rolled. If you land on a space with directions,  

follow them. The first player to reach FINISH wins!
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Jacob was also known by the name Israel.  

Israel had 12 sons, but his favorite son was  

named Joseph. Israel didn’t hide his favoritism  

and treated Joseph better than his brothers.  

Because of this, Joseph’s brothers were  

jealous of him and wanted their father to  

treat them the same way. Sadly, Joseph’s  

brothers hated him because of the way their  

father treated him.

Genesis 37:3–11
3 Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons. That’s because Joseph  

had been born to him when he was old. Israel made him a beautiful robe. 4 Joseph’s 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them. So they hated Joseph. 
They couldn’t even speak one kind word to him.

5 Joseph had a dream. When he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more.  
6 He said to them, “Listen to the dream I had. 7 We were tying up bundles of grain  
out in the field. Suddenly my bundle stood up straight. Your bundles gathered around 
my bundle and bowed down to it.”

8 His brothers said to him, “Do you plan to be king over us? Will you really rule  
over us?” So they hated him even more because of his dream. They didn’t like what he 
had said.

9 Then Joseph had another dream. He told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said. “I had 
another dream. This time the sun and moon and 11 stars were bowing down to me.”

10 He told his father as well as his brothers. Then his father rebuked him. He said, 
“What about this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers really do 
that? Will we really come and bow down to the ground in front of you?” 11 His brothers 
were jealous of him. But his father kept the dreams in mind.

Questions
1.  Who was Israel’s (Jacob’s) favorite son? What gift did Israel give him?

2.  Tell about a time when something unfair happened to you. How did it make  
you feel?

3.  How can you respond when something unfair happens to you? Does it help  
you to know that God is always working behind the scenes for your good  
even when things seem unfair?
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Sometimes, unfair things happen 
to us, but God is always working 
behind the scenes just like He 
was always planning to send 
Jesus to save us from our sins.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 33:11b
“God has given me so much.  
I have everything I need.”
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Then, unscramble them to discover the mystery message.
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Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him because  

of the way their father favored him. They were  

angry with him and looked for a way to hurt  

him. One day, Joseph’s brothers were taking  

care of their sheep, and their father sent Joseph  

to check on them.

Genesis 37:17b–28
17 So Joseph went to look for his brothers. He found  

them near Dothan. 18 But they saw him a long way off.  
Before he reached them, they made plans to kill him.

19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to one  
another. 20 “Come. Let’s kill him. Let’s throw him into  
one of these empty wells. Let’s say that a wild animal ate him up. Then we’ll see  
whether his dreams will come true.”

21 Reuben heard them talking. He tried to save Joseph from them. “Let’s not take  
his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t spill any of his blood. Throw him into this empty well here 
in the desert. But don’t harm him yourselves.” Reuben said that to save Joseph from 
them. He was hoping he could take him back to his father.

23 When Joseph came to his brothers, he was wearing his beautiful robe. They took 
it away from him. 24 And they threw him into the well. The well was empty. There wasn’t 
any water in it.

25 Then they sat down to eat their meal. As they did, they saw some Ishmaelite  
traders coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, lotion and myrrh. 
They were on their way to take them down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and try to 
cover up what we’ve done? 27 Come. Let’s sell him to these traders. Let’s not harm him 
ourselves. After all, he’s our brother. He’s our own flesh and blood.” Judah’s brothers 
agreed with him.

28 The traders from Midian came by. Joseph’s brothers pulled him up out of the well. 
They sold him to the Ishmaelite traders for eight ounces of silver. Then the traders took 
him to Egypt.

Questions
1.  What did Joseph’s brothers do to him?

2.  How would you have felt if you were one of Joseph’s brothers? Would you  
have been jealous of the way their father treated Joseph?

3.  Have you ever been jealous and wanted something that someone else had?  
How did you react? What could you do differently next time?

Jesus Connection
God can use anything for  
good - even when others hurt  
us and we are treated unfairly. 
Like Joseph, Jesus was also 
treated unfairly, and He was 
faithful to God.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 50:20
“You planned to harm me.  
But God planned it for good.  
He planned to do what is now 
being done. He wanted to  
save many lives.”

W
ee

k
 6

 P
ar

t 
1

4948



50 51

Coloring Page

Letter Swap 
Decode the message from today’s Bible story. Use the instructions below to swap letters  

and find out what the message says. You only need to swap each letter once.
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How to decode the message:
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Genesis 45:3–15
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 

weren’t able to answer him. They were too afraid of him.
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” So they did. Then he said, “I am 

your brother Joseph. I’m the one you sold into Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset. And don’t 
be angry with yourselves because you sold me here. God sent me ahead of you to save 
many lives. 6 For two years now, there hasn’t been enough food in the land. And for the 
next five years, people won’t be plowing or gathering crops. 7 But God sent me ahead 
of you to keep some of you alive on earth. He sent me here to save your lives by an act 
of mighty power.

8 “So then, it wasn’t you who sent me here. It was God. He made me like a father 
to Pharaoh. He made me master of Pharaoh’s entire house. God made me ruler of the 
whole land of Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father. Say to him, ‘Your son Joseph says, 
“God has made me master of the whole land of Egypt. Come down to me. Don’t waste 
any time. 10 You will live in the area of Goshen. You, your children and grandchildren, 
your flocks and herds, and everything you have will be near me. 11 There I will provide 
everything you need. There are still five years to come when there won’t be enough 
food. If you don’t come down here, you and your family and everyone who belongs to 
you will lose everything.” ’

12 “My brothers, I am Joseph. You can see for yourselves that I am the one speaking 
to you. My brother Benjamin can see it too. 13 Tell my father about all the honor given to 
me in Egypt. Tell him about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here 
quickly.”

14 Then Joseph threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept. Benjamin also 
hugged him and wept. 15 Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept over them. After that, 
his brothers talked with him.

Questions
1.  Whom did Joseph forgive?

2.  Why do you think Joseph’s brothers were afraid of him at first?

3.  Have you ever had to forgive someone? Was it easy or difficult to forgive them? 
Is there anything you need to forgive someone for today? Take some time to tell 
them you forgive them now.

Even though many difficult things happened in Joseph’s life, he always trusted 

in God and followed God’s plans. Joseph went from being a slave to becoming 

the second most powerful man in Egypt—all because he trusted God!

Soon, there was a famine—a shortage of food—in the land, but Egypt was  

prepared because of Joseph’s planning. Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt in 

search of food, but they didn’t recognize Joseph or even know if he was still 

alive. When Joseph recognized his brothers, he was overjoyed to see them.
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Joseph forgave his brothers  
like God forgives us because  
of Jesus.

Weekly Memory Verse
Genesis 50:20
“You planned to harm me.  
But God planned it for good.  
He planned to do what is now 
being done. He wanted to  
save many lives.”

52 53



54 55

Coloring Page

Genesis Decoder 
Use the decoders below to solve the mystery message about today’s Bible story.  

Hint: Look for the shape surrounding each letter.
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